
ARCTIC LODGES

PRICING GUIDE
What you need to know when booking a Fishing Lodge



Pricing and package inclusions at lodges are all over the map. It’s easy to get 
lost along this road! 

How do you identify a good rate for what you’ll be getting? Is this a good 
fishing lodge? Why is one lodge more expensive than another? 

Read on. This guide breaks down the factors which affect price most and your 
fishing experience. It will equip you with the knowledge and questions to ask 

when you’re shopping around for that perfect trip. 

WHERE TO START WHEN COMPARING 
PRICING AT FISHING LODGES



PACKAGE INCLUSIONS

THE LAKE

FISHING GUIDES AND STAFF

WHAT TO COMPARE
WHEN PRICING FISHING LODGES

BOATS, MOTORS, AND EQUIPMENT

LOCATION & ACCESSING THE LODGE



A very important factor to consider is where the lodge is located. Location and access to a lodge can 
weigh heavily on how good the fishing is. Also, the size of the lake and structure. 

Remote lodges receive less pressure from recreational fisherman and locals due to limited access. 

Some people don’t realize once you add up the extra travel days and cost to drive to a lodge the price 
is quite comparable to a fly-in lodge. 

Limited access means getting to the lodge by aircraft which drives up the price per person versus 
driving straight to a lodge. Straight forward, right? 

LOCATION AND ACCESSING  
THE LODGE



How do you access your fishing lodge? 

WHAT TO ASK:

WHAT’S AT STAKE:
Time is money. How much is your time worth, and how much do you value it? 

Flying directly to a fishing lodge (and we mean direct from an international airport to an airstrip at the 
lodge) saves you the hassle of extra travel days (in some cases 2-4 days), hotel stays, renting a vehicle 

and driving on some rough roads, and possibly some boating time or a float plane ride. 

Driving to a lodge will take longer and may present less adequate fishing due to higher volumes of 
traffic. 



The right body of water is one of the most important factors of planning any fishing trip. You want to 
choose a lake with multiple inlets, islands, channels, and space.  

Large trophy fish are most often found in large lakes.  

The more lake shoreline, the more structure for fish breeding habitat. 
Depending on the time of your trip, you’ll want to choose a lake that best suits your dates. How is the 
temperature going to be for the species you’re fishing for? What type of species are there in a certain 
lake, and will that change your set up? Is it a very busy lake, or is there enough fish to go around?  

There are some very unique lakes out there, and each one has a different set of rules. You want to 
choose the lake that is going to give you those unreal fishing stories, with an incredible experience to 

match!  

THE LAKE



Can you send me some facts about your lake, location and structure? 

WHAT TO ASK:

WHAT’S AT STAKE:
The lake a lodge is located on will determine how successful your fishing trip is. 

It is very important to do your research! Will you be fishing in large, open bodies of water? Are there many 
islands on the lake so you can find sheltered fishing on windy days? Is the lodge located close to a 

community or road? 

Watch out for fly-outs offered by lodges. We often hear fishermen are forced to purchase a fly-out once they 
arrive at a lodge in order to reach good fishing! This is crazy after spending thousands of dollars on a 

fishing package in the first place. Unfortunately, this is due to inadequate fishing close to the lodge and 
years of pressure from sport fishermen. Some lakes just can’t handle the volume. 



It takes more than just a great location and promising lake to make a lodge worth your money. The 
fishing guides and staff play a huge role in making your experience unforgettable! 

Fishing guides are one of the most important aspects of a fishing lodge. How well do they know the 
lake? What is their knowledge on fish like? How smoothly can they operate a boat to keep you 

comfortable for a long day out on the water? 

A few other major things to take into consideration is the food you’ll be eating during your stay (Five 
star meals vs. “family style” by a non red seal chef), how many staff are available to keep you happy 

at all hours of the day, bar services, and how long the owners have been operating the lodge. 

FISHING GUIDES & STAFF 
(quality of service)



Tell me about your fishing guides and their experience? What are your meals like? Do you have a red seal 
chef? What does a typical evening look like at the lodge? Do you have a bar and/or server/host available 

at all times? How long have you been doing this?

WHAT TO ASK:

WHAT’S AT STAKE:
You will be spending a minimum of 8 hours a day with your fishing guide so it’s very important they are 

professional and experienced.  

Obviously, the quality of fishing is most important but warm and welcoming staff really adds to the experience. 
You’re on vacation so it’s important you’re well taken care of at all times!  

Who doesn’t like to be spoilt with amazing food? A meal prepared by a family style, Ma and Pa kind of service  
really doesn’t compare to a professional red seal chef. 

Owning a fishing lodge is not an easy task. For some lodges you can think of it as running a small town! It takes 
YEARS of experience figuring out the best way to operate your lodge and to build the right team. Are the owner’s 
actually managing the lodge or is someone doing it for them? It is very important the Owner is present and part 

of the daily operations of the lodge. Really any business runs better when the owner is around, right?! 



All lodges are different, and it’s important to get your money’s worth! 

There’s nothing better than an all inclusive experience where you don’t have to make any decisions or lift 
a finger while you’re on vacation.  

Travel can be a hassle and having a direct flight included from an international airport packs a  

TON of value. 

You really need to add up the value of what’s included. All inclusive five star meals, bottomless soda and 
non-alcoholic beverages for hot days out on the lake, fresh shore lunch prepared by your guide for lunch, 

optimal service, and everyday housekeeping to keep your cabins comfortable. 

Just for fun let’s breakdown the cost of a drive in lodge: 
‣ 4 days of guided fishing including meals and lodging: $2500 - $3000 USD per person 

‣ 5-8 hours of driving time one way, car rental, meals along the way & gas: $1200 CAD 

‣ 2 night hotel stay near airport: $250 CAD 

Let’s say 2 fisherman split the travel costs and hotel stay. You’re looking at $3200-$3725 per person, not to mention the extra 2 days of 
travel to drive to the lodge, or possibly more days depending on where you’re coming from. 

 Why not spend a little bit more for a premium fly-in lodge, skip the extra travelling days and reach 
better fishing! 

PACKAGE INCLUSIONS



What else is included beyond the fishing? All meals, private or shared lodging? Non-alcohol drinks?
Flights, travel costs?  

WHAT TO ASK:

WHAT’S AT STAKE:
You really have to look at which amenities are most important to you and what kind of service you are 

looking for.  

First and foremost, are travel costs to reach the lodge included? If not you have to add up the cost of 
reaching the lodge ie. car rental, gas, food, hotel stays, maybe a float plane ride and your time!  

Does the price include a fishing guide, boat, motor and gas? 

If meals and non-alcohol drinks aren’t included you’ll have to add that cost on top of your fishing package 
fees and the hassles of transporting food. 

Lastly, does the lodge offer full service with a brigade of staff from the crack of dawn until last call at the 
bar?  



The equipment used when out on a lake is essential for your safety and comfort. The age of a boat and 
motor used should be a clear decision on which lodges you want to visit. 

It’s always crucial to be on a boat that has the proper electronics to stay in contact with the main lodge 
in case of an emergency out on the water, and holds fish finders that can help you spot the best 

catches down below. 

You want to enjoy your fishing day on a boat that is roomie (for all of those trophies you want to reel 
into them!)  and well kept. You’re there to create the best kinds of fish stories. A good boat is the start. 

BOATS, MOTORS, & EQUIPMENT 



What size of boat and motor do you run? How old? Are they equipped with fish finders? Is there a way to 
contact the lodge while on the lake in case of an emergency? 

WHAT TO ASK:

WHAT’S AT STAKE:
Since you’re spending the majority of your day in the boat fishing you want to ensure they are well 

maintained, comfortable and safe. Fish finders assist the guide with viewing the depth, 
structure, fish locations, speed, GPS location and also depth temperature. Something you need to know! 

Contact with the lodge is also very important! Many remote lodges do not have cell service in their area so 
satellite communication devices are essential for safety. What if you have a boat motor issue or a medical 

emergency? A lodge worth your time will include this service!  



Experiencing a remote 
northern fishing lodge is 

certainly an investment and 
money can quickly be wasted 
on the wrong place. Be sure to 

check out reviews. Ask for 
references from real guests 
who have visited the lodge, 
and see how many returning 
guests that lodge has! Pay 
close attention to inclusions 
and value your travel time.



DO YOU THINK ARCTIC LODGES HAS WHAT 
YOU’RE LOOKING FOR?

CONTACT US!
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